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It  is  disquieting  to  learn  that  at  least  four 
Gay  businesses  have  been  either  inspected, 
visited  or  raided,  by  Asia’s  finest,  in  the 
last  month.  But  should  the  presence  of 
police  in  Gay  places  be  a  cause  for  con¬ 
cern? 

In  the  case  of  a  visit  by  a  couple  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  constabulary,  (usually  plain 
clothes  officers)  who  are  simply  ensuring 
that  all  is  well  within  premises,  we  think 
that  it  is  right  and  reasonable  to  expect 
visits.  According  to  our  informants  this 
type  of  visit  is  usually  carried  out  quietly 
and  quickly  and  in  the  majority  of  cases 
most  users  of  the  premises  will  be  una¬ 
ware  that  they  have  been  visited. 

Inspections  are  a  different  matter.  These 
are  by  uniformed  officers  and  every  part 
of  the  building  or  premises  are  checked 
for  licences.  Most  businesses  are  inspected 
at  least  on  a  quarterly  basis. 

Raids  are  the  worst  of  the  unannounced 
swoops  by  the  thin  blue  line  (in  summer 
it's  a  thin  green  line).  Anyone  within  200 
yards  will  be  made  aware  very  quickly  in¬ 
deed  of  what’s  happening  by  the  pound¬ 
ing  on  the  stairs  of  up  to  20  pairs  of  heavy 
boots. 

Everyone  present  is  obliged  to  produce 
their  ID  which  always  (but  always)  causes 
some  drunken  gweilo  to  start  shouting 
verbal  abuse  at  the  police  and  ends  up  with 
said  gweilo  getting  nicked. 

Of  course,  we  are  repeatedly  assured,  the 
ID’s  are  recorded  only  in  the  individual 
officers  notebook  and  NEVER  ever  put  on 
and  centralised  lists  or  computers. 

Clearly  no-one  (except  maybe  the  police) 
like  raids.  If  there  are  serious  breaches  of 
the  law  it  may  be  that  this  is  the  only  way 
to  enforce  the  law.  But  surely  raids  ought 
to  be  the  last  resort. 

Gay  businesses  have  a  moral  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  keep  the  Gay  community  informed 
and  to  protest  whenever  police  action  is 
excessive  or  they  are  being  harassed. 

Sound  OK? 

Yes,  but  then  we  heard  of  the  case  of  the 
sauna  in  Wan  Chai  that  is  raided  almost 
on  a  monthly  basis  and  they  haven’t  done 
anything  to  tell  their  customers  that  they 
should  expect  this.  Neither  have  they,  as 
far  as  we  could  discover,  made  any  attempt 
to  make  any  kind  of  complaint.  Clearly 
the  places  in  question  are  afraid  of  telling 
everyone  as  it  would  almost  certainly  have 
an  effect  on  the  business.  Are  they  putting 
taking  our  money  before  their  integrity  and 
moral  obligations'^  ■ 
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Netherlands 


Holland's  political  centre,  the  Hague,  intends  to  pay  tribute  to  5  Dutch  fighters  for  the 
emancipation  of  gays  and  lesbians  by  naming  streets  after  them.  The  streets  will  be  part 
of  a  small  new  housing  development,  already  informally  dubbed  “homoville”.  The  streets 
on  the  estate  will  among  others  be  given  the  names  of  the  writers  Anna  Blaman  and  Til 
Bmgman,  pioneer  gay  activist  Jacob  Schorer  and  doctor  Aletrino,  who  together  with 
Schorer  played  a  major  role  in  the  pre-war  '‘Nederlands  Humanitair  Wetenschappelijh 
Kommitee”,  the  first  organised  attempt  to  improve  riglits  for  gays  and  lesbians. 


Puerto  Rico 

Religious  student  groups  are  protest¬ 
ing  a  new  gay  literature  course  at  the 
state  university,  arguing  that  it  violates 
their  traditional  values  and  promotes 
homosexuality.  A  spokesperson  for 
student  protesters  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico,  said  last  month  that  they 
worried  the  course  “shows  only  a  pro¬ 
gay  point  of  view”  and  eventually 
could  become  required  for  obtaining 
a  degree.  “Gay  and  Lesbian  Narra¬ 
tives”  is  being  offered  next  semester 
in  the  English  Department.  The 
Puerto  Rican  Association  of  Univer¬ 
sity  Professors  approved  a  resolution 
defending  the  course,  arguing  it  will 
help  expand  students’  cultural  hori¬ 
zons.  Professor  Rafael  Bernabe  said 
“opposition  to  the  course  constitutes 
a  threat  to  the  civil  rights  of  homo¬ 
sexuals.”  Roman  Catholic  Cardinal 
Luis  Aponte  Martinez,  the  U.S.  com¬ 
monwealth’s  top  Catholic  leader,  did 
not  object  to  the  course  but  urged  the 
university  to  create,  a  religious  litera¬ 
ture  course  as  well. 


Japan 

Seven  percent  of  Japanese  companies  that  responded  to  a  Tokyo  Chamber  of 
Commerce  survey  would  ask  an  employee  to  quit  if  he  or  she  tested  HIV-positive, 
the  Ryodo  news  service  reported  March  14.  Twenty-six  percent  of  companies 
plan  to  treat  AIDS  like  any  other  disease  while  21  percent  don’t  know  what  they 
will  do  when  confronted  with  the  issue.  Nine  percent  of  the  companies  plan  to 
test  all  employees  for  HIV  and  two  percent  plan  to  test  job  applicants.  Mean¬ 
while,  Nikkei  Weekly  reports  that  114  Japanese  gays  got  HIV  through  sex  in 
1994,  a  97  percent  increase  over  1993,  according  to  the  government’s  AIDS  Sur¬ 
veillance  Committee;  One  hundred  ninety-four  heterosexuals  got  HIV  via  sex  last 
year,  an  increase  of  14  percent 


Poland 

A  parliamentary  commission  drafting  Poland’s  new  constitution  voted  on  Tuesday  to 
include  a  ban  on  discriminating  against  people  on  grounds  of  sexual  orientation.  PAP 
news  agency  reported  that  1 6  deputies  in  the  left- wing-dominated  commission  voted  in 
favour  of  the  ban,  six  against  and  seven  abstained.  President  Lech  Walesa’s  representa¬ 
tive  argued  against  the  provision,  saying  it  could  be  used  by  sexual  minorities  to  de¬ 
mand  changes  in  family  law  such  as  allowing  marriages  between  people  of  the  same 
sex  or  adoption  by  them  of  children.  But  supporters  of  the  move  said  it  would  bring 
Poland,  which  currently  has  no  explicit  constitutional  protection  for  groups  such  as 
homosexuals,  into  line  with  the  European  Parliament. 


Singapore 


I 


Bugis  Street.  The  Singapore  Film  Fes¬ 
tival  held  recently,  had  a  very  strong 
Gay  theme.  One  Gay  film  showing  lots 
of  naked  boys  &  men  with  scenes  of 
genitalia  and  anal  sex  among  gays 
premiered  13th  April  at  Raffles  Hotel 
Jubilee  Theatre.  Gay  actors/actresses 
were  on  stage  to  thank  supporters. 


UK 

Bishop  of  London  David  Hope,  who  in  March  admitted  his  - -ambiguous  sexuality,” 
was  on  last  month  named  the  new  number-two  in  the  Anglican  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Hope,  53,  will  become  Archbishop  of  York  in  August  when  the  incumbent, 

John  Habgood,  retires.  Hope,  who  had  been  targeted  by  gay  activists,  fuelled  a 
debate  about  Anglican  attitudes  towards  homosexuals  last  month  when  he  described 
his  own  sexual  orientation  as  beingin  a -‘grey  area.”  At  a  news  conference  to  mark 

his  nomination,  Hope  said  he  appreciated  the  work  of  homosexual  clergy  witto 

the  Church  of  England.  “As  a  bishop^  where  there  are  contentious  issues,  it  is  my 
job  to  ensure  that  all  sides  are  given  a  proper  voice  and  that  this  is  listened  to,”  he 
said.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Cliristian  Movement  called  on  Hope  to  ‘Jead  the  Church 
towards  a  full  acceptance  of  lesbian  and  gay  people.” 


HONG  KONG  AIDS  FOUNDATION 

AIDS  Helpline  513  0513 
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Yeah, 

S 


The  Tea  Dance  continues  at  Club 
97  on  the  first  and  third  Sunday 
of  the  month  with  half-price 
drinks.... The  boys  in  the  cage  are 
a  rumour. 


(From  Get  a  Life,  Hong  Kong 
Sunday  Standard  30th  April 
1995)  Ed:  The  Tea  Dance 
changed  to  the  first  Sunday  of  the  11 
month  in  January  ’95.  The  Boys 
in  the  cages  stopped  about  18 
months  ago.  Maybe  they  should 
really  get  a  life. 


A-oian  Network 

win  be  holding  their  third  conference  in  Taiwan  from  the 
11th- 15th  August.  The  aim  of  the  conference  is  for  all 
Asian  lesbians  to  meet  and  get  to  know  one  another.  The 
fee  is  US$  150  which  includes  aU  conference  materials, 
room  and  board.  Details:  ALN-Taiwan.  P.O.  Box  7-760, 
Taipei  106,  Taiwan,  ROC 


In  Wan  Chai  one  of  Hong  Kong's  busiest  sau¬ 
nas  has,  according  to  our  inform¬ 
ants,  being  raided  at  least  three 
l./^^/€imes  since  the  Hew  Year.  There 
---^.^--Jaave  also  been  several  arrests  made 
i!\  of  people,  both  Europeans  and 
■  Asians,  found  having  sex.  The 
sauna  still  doesn't  give  out  con¬ 
doms  or  have  any  safer  sex 
i  posters  or  leaflets. 
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Quote  of  The  Month 


Too  many  of  us  blindly  trust  hetero  educators  to 
teU  us  what  we  need  to  know.  Rather  than  join  a 
community,  most  homosexuals  call  it  a  ‘ghetto’ 
and  hold  out  for  the  private  and  personal  privi¬ 
leges  they  can  win  on  their  own. 

Louie  Grew 
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in  Causeway  ^  ^ 

Bay,  has  had  to 
stop  selling  al¬ 
cohol  as  it  hasn’t 
yet  got  a  drinks 

licence.  Police  in¬ 
spected  the  premises 
in  March  and  found 
the  bar  to  be  contra¬ 
vening  licensing  laws. 


are  holding  their  next  orienta¬ 
tion  for  new  volunteers  on 
Saturday  10th  June.  The  ori¬ 
entation  will  be  in  Chinese  — 
with  the  one  being  held  in  July 
in  English — for  details  contact 
Danty  Chan  on  2898-441 1 
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Did  you  see  the  advertisement  about  their 

s 

sex-y  show  every  Friday  and  Saturday?  Yes? 

S 

WeU,  so  ^parently  did  Asia’s  finest.  When 

the  show  started  two  of  the  audience,  accord- 

T 

T 

mg  to  one  source,  got  up  mtroduced  them¬ 

selves  to  the  management  as  pohce  oflhcers 

A 

and  stopped  the  tame  but  seemingly  harm¬ 

o 

less  entertainment.  Perhaps  if  you’re  going 

n 

to  have  a  sexy  show  it  would  be  prudent  not 

A 

T> 

to  plaster  notices  in  Lan  Kwai  Fong  and  sur- 

Fffi 

Mr 

roundmg  streets  telling  aU  and  sundry. 

1 

ABcrxTFr 

Several  stories  reached  us  this  month  of  Gay  video 
suppliers  being  arrested  for  selling  pornographic  tapes. 
Orie  was  in  Mongkok  and  the  other  Wan  Chai.  We’ve 
said  it  before  and  we’ll  say  it  again:  make  sure  you  buy 
tapes  only  from  reputable  sources;  otherwise  maybe 
they  have  your  name  and  address  on  their  list. 


‘About  Trudi’  an  Art  Exhibition 
by  artist  Jerzey  Lesko 

The  artist,  new  to  Hong  Kong,  'will  exhibit  his 
paintings,  based  on  a  lesbian  friend,  in  the  ex¬ 
hibition  space  1/F  Dorset  House,  Tai  Koo  Place, 
979,  Kings  Road,  Hong  Kong.  The  exhibition 
will  run  from  11  a.m. —  7  p.m.  12th  31st  May. 
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South  Beach  ; 
Business  Guild 


Members  launched  Do  It  At  the  Dot: 

They  prominently  display  a  pink  dot  to  tell  customers, 
‘we  recognise  the  power  of  your  gay  dollars’. 


South  beach,  a  section  of  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  maybe  famous 
with  Lesbian  &  Gay  travellers  for  its  niglit  life,  but  once  a  month 
the  real  action  is  at  the  breakfast  meeting  of  the  South  Beach 
Business  Guild  (SBBG).  The  guild  has  become  a  force  in  the 
overall  economic  and  political  landscape  of  Miami  Beach. 

At  8  am  in  a  hotel  ballroom,  the  Mayor,  the  City  Manager,  the 
Police  and  Fire  Chiefs,  and  a  number  of  City  Commissioners 
have  come  to  participate  in  a  frank  discussion  about  city  services 
with  about  100  SBBG  members.  Discounting  the  idea  that  gay 
voters  and  gay  dollars  are  why  he’s  here,  Commissioner  Neisen 
Kasdin  counters  that  the  guild  is  ‘‘one  of  the  most  outstanding 
civic  organisations  on  Miami  Beach.  It’s  grown  beyond  just  a 
Lesbian  &  Gay  organisation  -  it  represents  the  new  business  es¬ 
tablishment  that’s  revitalising  the  city.” 

It  was  only  2-1/2  years  ago  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  organise 
the  city’s  rapidly  expanding  gay  community.  Credit  goes  to  Wade 
Whynot  and  his  lover  and  business  partner,  Gabriel  Prieto,  who 
opened  GW,  South  Beach’s  first  gay  bookstore.  “So  many  gay 
businesses  were  opening,  but  there  was  nothing  like  the  gay  busi¬ 
ness  guild  in  Key  West  where  we’d  moved  from,”  recalls  Whynot. 
The  idea  was  a  hit:  “We  had  the  support  of  the  business  commu¬ 
nity  and  government.  Everyone  wanted  to  help,”  says  Whynot. 

Unlike  older  business  guilds  elsewhere,  SBBG  got  started  with¬ 
out  backing  from  local  bar  owners.  Rather,  it  was  Lesbian  &  Gay 


professionals  and  retailers  who  ran  with  the  idea  of  a  business 
network.  Members  launched  Do  It  At  the  Dot,  a  campaign  in 
which  they  prominently  display  a  pink  dot  to  tell  customers,  ‘we 
welcome  you  and  recognise  the  power  of  your  gay  dollars.’ 

With  over  150  members  and  dues  of  $100-400  depending  on 
employee  count,  SBBG  spends  $20,000  a  year  on  advertising. 
The  city  of  Miami  Beach  last  year  gave  the  guild  an  additional 
$10,000  to  market  a  ‘Winter  Party  Weekend’  aimed  at  Lesbian 
&  Gay  tourists.  Yet  most  local  marketing  dollars  are  controlled 
by  a  county- wide  tourism  authority  which  has  yet  to  heed  SBBG’s 
calls  for  niche  marketing  to  Lesbian  &  Gay  tourists. 

The  guild’s  remedy:  expand  its  influence  into  the  political  struc¬ 
ture  of  greater  Miami.  As  SBBG  President  Tim  Barnum  explains, 
that  strategy  has  already  worked.  “I’ve  been  placed  on  several 
city  boards,”  says  Barnum.  “Another  member,  Clark  Reynolds, 
sits  on  the  zoning  board  -  the  board  to  be  on.  When  we  elect 
members  to  the  SBBG  board,  we  include  people  with  power  in 
the  community.” 

In  fact,  many  guild  members  are  also  members  of  Dade  Action 
PAC,  the  county-wide  Lesbian  &  Gay  political  action  commit¬ 
tee.  “How  much  power  do  we  really  have?  We  might  have  quite 
a  bit,”  ventures  Barnum.  “We’ve  never  had  to  use  it.  The  polih' 
cal  leaders  want  to  gain  our  favour,  and  we  don’t  argue.”  f 
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Card  J10.2 


Card  no. 9 


Card  no. 8 


Each  set  contains  Nine  Blank  Cards  with  envelopes.  Choose  a  selection  of  nine  different  cards  or,  if  one 
Particular  picture  grabs  you,  nine  of  the  same  card.  Either  way  you  ’re  guaranteed  the  pleasure  of  owninguand 
sending  the  very  best  gay  Notecards  available  of  handsome,  muscular  men  in  Hong  Kong. 

Price  $160  (less  10%  for  subscribers) 

Please  send  crossed  cheque  to 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.  GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong 
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Super-heros 

by  Kathy  Worthington 


Most  people  at  some  point  in  their  lives 
have  played  at,  or  dreamed  of  being,  a 
super-hero. 

Who  the  super-hero  was  depended  mostly 
on  when  we  were  children:  was  it  Roy 
Rogers  of  Dale  Evans?  Sky  King?  The 
Lone  Ranger?  Robin  or  Batman?  Wonder- 
woman?  A  Power  Ranger?  We  Ve  watched 
war  movies  or  read  about  World  War  II 
and  the  Holocaust  and  we  Ve  imagined  that 
we  wouldn’t  have  been  Nazi  supporters 
or  collaborators,  we  would’ve  been  heroes, 
members  of  the  Re¬ 
sistance,  war  he¬ 
roes.  We  would 
have  helped  the 
Jews  like 

Schindler.  If 
we’d  been  a  Jew 
we  would  have 
resisted  or 

fought  back, 
like  the  Jews  in 
the  Warsaw 
ghetto. 


When  presented  with  Riglit  vs.  Wrong, 
the  good  guys  vs.  the  bad  guys  ...  if  cour¬ 
age  and  risk  taking  is  ever  called  for,  we’ll 
rise  to  the  challenge,  take  a  stand,  make  a 
difference.  We’ve  never  been  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  about  ordinary  German  citizens 
during  the  Holocaust  who  just  minded 
their  own  business,  did  nothing,  hoping 
someone  else  would  take  the  cliances,  hop¬ 
ing  someone  else  would  do  something. 

As  Gay  people  the  1990’s,  we  have  our 
chance  to  be  heroes,  even  super-heroes. 
On  a  daily  basis  we  have  opportunities  to 
be  courageous,  take  a  stand,  make  a  dif¬ 
ference..  There  are,  I  think,  some  clear  cut 
issues  of  riglit  and  wrong  at  stake  here 
and  it’s  our  lives,  our  rights,  our  future 
that  are  on  the  line  ...  as  well  as 


If  there’s  one  thing  that  Gay  leaders  and 
activists  around  the  world  agree  on  it’s 
coming  out.  From  small  town  activists  to 
leaders  of  the  nation’s  largest  Gay  rights  ^ 
organisations  we’ve  heard  it;  the  single 
most  important  thing  Gay  people  can  do 
is  to  come  out. 

One  of  my  heroes,  Martina  Navritilova, 
said  it  at  the  March  on  Washington  in 
1993.  Yet  many  Gay  people  don’t  even 
come  out  to  their  own  parents  and  fami¬ 
lies,  let  alone  to  co-workers,  neighbours, 
classmates  and  strangers. 

It’s  too  Hard,  too  Risky.  Too  Scary. 
Here’s  the  challenge:  Come  out!  Do  it 
now.  Do  it  everyday. 

Tell  your  parents,  your  co-workers,  your 
friends  and  neighbours.  Hold  hands  when 
it  feels  appropriate.  Put  a  photo  of  your 
partner  on  your  desk. 

Call  your  legislators  and  tell  them  your 
name,  tell  them  you’re  Gay,  that  you’re  a 
constituent,  and  that  you  vote.  Better  yet, 
go  and  visit  them.  If  you’re  a  couple,  go 
as  one.  Sit  down,  tell  them  what  you  do 
for  a  living,  how  old  you  are,  where  you 
live. 

Do  you  have  kids?  Tell  them.  Let  them 
see  the  real  people  whose  riglits  they’re 
thinking  of  voting  away. 

It’ll  take  courage.  It’ll  be  hard.  It  will  take 
time,  effort,  sacrifice.  It  might  even  cost 
you  your  job,  could  get  you  rejected  and 
ostracised.  You  miglit  lose  a  friend,  lose 
your  parents’  approval.  It  happens.  In  ex¬ 
treme  cases  you  might  get  harassed  or 
beaten  up.  It  doesn’t  happen  often,  but  if  s 
possible. 

That’s  OK.  You’ll  take  the  chance.  You’re 
courageous.  You’re  a  Super-hero,  remem¬ 
ber? 

Please  note:  I  use  the  word  Gay  inclusively:  to 
mean  homosexual,  bisexual  and  ^ 

transgendered  people  B 


Message  to  the  Straights  (I) 


hy  Camille  Ho 


you  am  Sum  Ttty  Sodl<:s,  cSosc  our  Bars^ 
yorSide  ourpuSCic  gestures  of  hve  and  care, 
“OSscene,  Indecent,  HiSnonmC”,  WSatevef  you  say. 
Cannot  fmrt  nor  sfiame  me  into  reCCusion. 


My  nature  d  stVOTyertfian  ^om words  and  morals, 
your  dd^'and.f^^^^^df^  dridsfiouldn't’s, 

oBf fiercer, 

USan  ad  your  dar^and  sniggering  accusations. 

CSoice  Would  Be  mine  to  Be  gay,  Ife  after  If  e-time, 
(Be  wBo  I  am  and  love  as  I  please, 

To  live  in  jdy  a  thousand  times  over, 

‘Ihan  Be  cloSpted  ingodless  hypocrisy. 

"Before,  Behind).  Beside  you,  we’ll  always  Be, 

H  taunting  reMtujler  Bfyour  deepest  fears. 

"To  Iqiow  the  tfonderscf  our  same-sey  loving 
^eleats  uour  aukless.  hdtedilled conspiracies. 


i 
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By  Barrie  Brandon 


I 


Last  month  The  Sunday  Hong  Kong  Stand¬ 
ard  managed  to  mention  Gays,  though  not 
of  course  in  a  positive  way.  In  an  unwar¬ 
ranted  and  badly  researched  article  Paul 
Johnson  said  “Homosexuals  have  taken  the 
word  Gay  and  given  it  a  sinister  mean¬ 
ing.”  What  sinister  meaning  is  this?  Do 
we  act  as  subversives?  Are  the  streets  full 
of  people  who  have  twisted  the  word  Gay? 

He  went  on  to  say;  “  They  (Gays)  should 
at  least  be  able  to  pronounce  the  name  of 
their  vice.’  Johnson  claims  to  have  said 
this  to  a  Gay  lobbyist  in  a  BBC  studio  in 
London.  He  doesn’t  unfortunately  tell  us 
what  the  lobbyists  replied,  although  with 
just  a  little  imagination,  I  can  hazard  an 
educated  guess. 

According  to  most  reference  books,  includ¬ 
ing  the  one  Johnson  claims  to  have  used 
clearly  state  the  origin  of  the  word  and 
term  Gay.  Indeed  in  the  September  1994 
issue  of  Contacts  Magazine  we  printed  a 
complete  history  of  the  word  and  term 
dating  as  far  as  1310. 

In  his  biased  and  inflammatory  article 
Johnson  implies  that  all  Gays  are  sodo¬ 
mites.  Yet  an¬ 
other  clear  in¬ 
stance  of 
homophobia. 

Elsewhere  in 
this  edition  you 
will  find  an  ex¬ 
cellent  rejoinder 
to  those  that 
make  this  un¬ 
substantiated 
claim, 

Johnson  stated  that  homophobic  is  a  “non¬ 
word”.  What  he  appears  to  mean  by  this 
non-statement  is  that  homophobic  has  only 
recently  been  introduced  to  the  English 
language.  For  liis  information  Homo  (from 
the  Greek  not  the  Latin)  means  same.  Pho¬ 
bic  means  a  fear  of  So  there  we  have  a 
fear  of  the  same  sex.  If  that  isn’t  clear  I 
really  don’t  know  how  to  explain  it. 

Although  a  letter  was  written  to  the 


Editor  of  the  paper,  it  was  neither  printed 
on  the  letters  page  nor  replied  to. 

My  attention  was  drawn  to  an  article  in 
The  Eastern  Express  Weekend  Magazine 
by  the  ancient  and  bitter  tongued  Anthony 
Lawrence  who  said  (April  15th),  talking 
about  today’s  fashions  for  women,  which 
he  abhors,  ‘Until  now  I  had  never  believed 
that  all  fashion  designers  were  homosexu- 
als  who  hated 
women.  ”  Ignor¬ 
ing  the  fact  that 
apparently  Law¬ 
rence  hasn’t  yet 
been  introduced 
to  the  word  mi¬ 
sogynists  (hater 
of  women),  it  may 
come  something 
of  a  shock  to  him 
to  learn  that  the  overwhelmingly  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  men  had  women  as  their  moth¬ 
ers,  who  they  love  and  treasure  just  as  het¬ 
erosexual  men  do. 

There’are  many  insults  and  slights  in  this 
statement  that  cannot  go  unchallenged. 
The  most  obvious  ones  are  tliat  not  all  fash¬ 
ion  designer  are 
gay  — only  the 
good  ones!  Sec¬ 
ondly  Gay  people 
are  everywhere — 
not  just  in  fashion 
design  but  in 
every  profession 
and  job.  Why  did 
Lawrence  feel  the 
need  to  fill  out  his  article  by  bringing  Gays 
into  it?  The  answer  it  seems  is  that  it  was 
such  a  weak  ineffective  as  well  as  grossly 
sexist  article  that  he  needed  to  pad  it  out. 

Keith  “I’m  no  bigof’  Marshall  of  Tai  Po 
wrote  to  the  Eastern  Express  on  the  1 8th 
April  saying  that  if  Robin  Adams,  who  has 
made  a  point  of  challenging  every  piece 
of  homophobia  in  the  media  of  recent 
months,  “really  was  upset  at  the  draconian 
environment,  he  should  go  somewhere  else 
where  he  would  be  treated  more  fairly.” 


Thus  by  such  statement  do  bigots  condemn 
themselves. 

What  Marshall  and  others  of  his  ilk  would 
clearly  like  is  for  anyone  who  is  Gay  and 
wants  equal — not  special  rights — to  go 
somewhere  else.  Just  another  case  of  it’s 
not  our  problem  pass,  to  someone  or  some¬ 
where  else.  No,  we  won’t  go  away  and  no 
we  won’t  be  quiet.  Those  days  are  gone 
and  good  rid¬ 
dance  too! 

Meanwhile  let’s 
hope  and  keep 
our  fingers 
crossed  that 
Robin  Adams  et 
al  don’t  get  dis¬ 
couraged. 

The  South  China 
Morning  Post  must  have  been  very  short 
of  copy  last  month  they  ran  an  article  on 
the  still  to  be  published  Homosexuals  in 
China.  Same  photos  of  Fang  Gang  (he  of 
the  pouting  lips)  and  book-cover.  Fang 
says  he  suffered  discrimination  in  trying 
to  get  the  book  published  with  some  pub¬ 
lishers  saying  the  matter  was  “too  sensi¬ 
tive.”  Fang  makes  the  mistake  though  of 
describing  Gays  as  “having  a  sexual  pref¬ 
erence.”  Fang  also  went  onto  say  that  he 
was  a  journalist  and  his  role  was  to  reflect 
the  different  views  on  society.  In  another 
interview  he  said  “  I  think  it  is  very  dan¬ 
gerous  for  people  to  have  several  sexual 
partners.”  Sounds  a  bit  judgmental, 
doesn’t  it? 

We  need  to  keep  telling  everyone  we  are 
here,  and  here  to  stay,  and  that  our  voice 
deserves  to  be  heard.  If  s  not  up  to  a  few  to 
do  this,  it's  up  to  ALL  of  us.  Even  if  you 
can't  put  your  name  to  a  letter  it  is  still 
important  that  you  write  to  the  newspa¬ 
per,  magazine  or  TV  or  Radio  station  and 
tell  them  what  they  are  doing  wrong  that 
offends  you. 


“Until  now  I  had  never 
beheved  that  all  fash¬ 
ion  designers  were  ho¬ 
mosexuals  who  hated 
women”. 


"No,  we  won’t  go  away 
and  no  we  won’t  be 
quiet.  Those  days  are 
gone  and  good  rid¬ 
dance  too"! 


Rip  off 
the  wrapper. 


A  bit  of  rough  handlmg  may  not  matter  to  jeans.  But  it’s  not  good  for  condoms.  If  you  don’t  open  them  carefully 
you  may  damage  them.  So  never  use  your  teeth.  And  never  get  oil  on  condoms.  It  can  ruin  them. 

If  you’re  using  oil  to  give  each  other  a  massage,  have  a  towel  or  tissue  handy  to  wipe  your  hands.  The  heat  jfrom 
a  radiator  or  bedside  lamp  can  ruin  condoms  too.  So  keep  them  well  clear.  And  check  the  expiry  date  stamped  on 
the  packaging.  After  that  they  lose  their  strength  and  shouldn’t  be  used. 

Take  care  of  condoms  if  you  want  them  to  take  care  of  you. 
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Sodom 

An  examination 


of 


I  think  it’s  time  to  call 
the  fundamentalist 
1  right  on  their  claim 
that  the  Sodom  story 
gives  proof  of  God’s 
wrath  against  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Let’s  start 
with  what  their  own 
primary  authority — 
the  Bible — says  about 
Sodom’s  sins. 

Following  is  a  list  of  every 
verse  in  the  Bible  that  re¬ 
fers  to  the  sins  of  Sodom. 
They  can  now  point  out 
every  time  that  homosexu¬ 
ality  occurs  in  this  list: 

Genesis  13:13:  But  the  men 
of  Sodom  were  wicked  and 
sinners  before  the  Lord  ex¬ 
ceedingly.  (Nope,  no  homo¬ 
sexuality  mentioned  there) 

Genesis  18:20:  And  the 
Lord  said,  Because  the  cry 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is 
great,  and  because  their  sin 
is  very  grievous.  (Nope,  no 
homosexuality  mentioned 
there) 

Genesis  19:13:  For  we 
will  destroy  this  place,  be¬ 
cause  the  cry  of  them  is 
waxen  great  before  the  face 
of  the  Lord.  (Nope,  no 


homosexuality  mentioned  there) 

Deuteronomy  29:17-26:  And  ye  have  seen 
their  abominations,  and  their  idols,  wood 
and  stone,  silver  and  gold,  which  were 
among  them... And  that  the  whole  land 
thereof  is  brimstone,  and  salt,  and 
burning.  ..like  the  overthrow  of 
Sodom... which  the  Lord  overthrew  in  his 
anger,  and  in  his  wrath... Wherefore  hath 
the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land?  what 
meaneth  the  heat  of  this  great  anger?  Then 
men  shall  say.  Because  they  have  forsaken 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers... For  they  went  and  served  other 
gods,  and  worshipped  them,  gods  whom 
they  knew  not,  and  whom  he  had  not  given 
unto  them:  (Just  idolatry  and  false  gods; 
nope,  no  homosexuality  mentioned  there) 

Deuteronomy  32:32-38:  For  their  vine  is 
of  the  vine  of  Sodom,  and  of  the  fields  of 
Gomorrah:  their  grapes  are  grapes  of  gall, 
their  clusters  are  bitter... And  he  shall  say. 
Where  are  their  gods,  their  rock  in  whom 
they  trusted.  Which  did  eat  the  fat  of  their 
sacrifices,  and  drank  the  wine  of  their 
drink  offerings?  Let  them  rise  up  and  help 
you,  and  be  your  protection,  (idolatry 
again;  nope,  no  homosexuality  mentioned 
there) 

Isaiah  1:9-23  Except  the  Lord  of  hosts  had 
left  unto  us  a  very  small  remnant,  we 
should  liave  been  as  Sodom,  and  we  should 
have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah.  Hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  ye  rulers  of  Sodom;  give 
ear  unto  the  law  of  our  God,  ye  people  of 
Gomorrah.... How  is  the  faithful  city  be¬ 


come  an  harlot!  It  was  full  of  judge¬ 
ment;  righteousness  lodged  in  it;  but 
now  murderers.  Thy  silver  is  become 
dross,  thy  wine  mixed  with  water:  Thy 
princes  are  rebellious,  and  companions 
of  thieves:  every  one  loveth  gifts,  and 
followeth  after  rewards:  they  judge  not 
the  fatherless,  neither  doth  the  cause  of 
the  widow  come  unto  them, 
(hmmm... murder,  greed,  thievery,  re¬ 
belliousness,  covetness;  nope,  no  homo¬ 
sexuality  there) 

Isaiah  3:8-15:  For  Jerusalem  is  ruined, 
and  Judah  is  fallen:  because  their 
tongue  and  their  doings  are  against  the 
Lord,  to  provoke  the  eyes  of  his  glory. 
The  shew  of  their  countenance  doth 
witness  against  them;  and  they  declare 
their  sin  as  Sodom,  they  hide  it  not.  Woe 
unto  their  soul!  for  they  have  rewarded 
evil  unto  themselves.  For  ye  have  eaten 
up  the  vineyard;  the  spoil  of  the  poor  is 
in  your  houses.  What  mean  ye  that  ye 
beat  my  people  to  pieces,  and  grind  the 
faces  of  the  poor?  (Mistreating  the  poor; 
nope,  no  homosexuality  mentioned 
there) 

Isaiah  13:  11-19  And  I  will  punish  the 
world  for  their  evil,  and  the  wicked  for 
their  iniquity;  and  I  will  cause  the 
arrogancy  of  the  proud  to  cease,  and 
will  lay  low  the  haughtiness  of  the 
terrible.... And  Babylon,  the  glory  of 
kingdoms,  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldees’ 
excellency,  shall  be  as  when  God  over¬ 
threw  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.. 

(haught 


Gomorrah 
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ness,  yes,  but  no  homosexuality.) 

Jeremiah  23:10-14:  For  the  land  is  full 
of  adulterers;  for  because  of  swearing 
the  land  mourneth...For  both  prophet 
and  priest  are  profane;  yea,  in  my  house 
have  I  found  their  wickedness,  saith  the 
Lord.... And  I  have  seen  folly  in  the 
prophets  of  Samaria;  they  prophesied  in 
Baal,  and  caused  my  people  Israel  to  err. 
I  have  seen  also  in  the  prophets  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  an  horrible  thing:  they  commit 
adultery,  and  walk  in  lies:  they 
strengthen  also  the  hands  of  evildoers, 
that  none  doth  return  from  his  wicked¬ 
ness:  they  are  all  of  them  unto  me  as 
Sodom,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  as 
Gomorrah,  (adultery,  lying  by  priests 
and  prophets;  nope,  no  homosexuality 
in  there) 

Jeremiah  49:16-18:  Thy  terribleness 
hath  deceived  thee,  and  the  pride  of 
thine  heart. . .  Also  Edom  shall  be  a  deso¬ 
lation:  every  one  that  goeth  by  it  shall 
be  astonished,  and  shall  hiss  at  all  the 
plagues  thereof.  As  in  the  overthrow  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  (evil  and  pride, 
but  still  no  homosexuality) 

Jeremiah  50:2-40:  Declare  ye  among 
the  nations... say,  Babylon  is  taken,  Bel 
is  confounded,  Merodach  is  broken  in 
pieces;  her  idols  are  confounded,  her 
images  are  broken  in  pieces.... thou  hast 
striven  against  the  Lord... for  she  hath 
been  proud  against  the  Lord...  As  God 


overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  the 
neighbour  cities  thereof,  saith  the  Lord; 
so  shall  no  man  abide  there,  neither  shall 
any  son  of  man  dwell  therein,  (there’s  that 
idolatry  and  pride  again,  but  still  no  ho¬ 
mosexuality) 

Lamentations  4:3-6:  ...the  daughter  of  my 
people  is  become  cruel,  like  the  ostriches 
in  the  wilderness.  The  tongue  of  the  suck¬ 
ing  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth 
for  thirst:  the  young  children  ask  bread, 
and  no  man  breaketh  it  unto  them.  They 
that  did  feed  delicately  are  desolate  in  the 
streets:  they  that  were  brought  up  in  scar¬ 
let  embrace  dunghills.  For  the  punishment 
of  the  iniquity  of  the  daughter  of  my  peo¬ 
ple  is  greater  than  the  punishment  of  the 
sin  of  Sodom,  that  was  overthrown  as  in  a 
moment,  and  no  hands  stayed  on  her.  (cru¬ 
elty,  failure  to  tend  the  young  and  the  poor, 
but  still  no  homosexuality) 

Ezekiel  16:49-50:  Behold,  this  was  the 
iniquity  of  thy  sister  Sodom,  pride,  full¬ 
ness  of  bread,  and  abundance  of  idleness 
was  in  her  and  in  her  daughters,  neither 
did  she  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  poor 
and  needy.  And  they  were  haughty,  and 
committed  abomination  before  me:  there¬ 
fore  I  took  them  away  as  I  saw  good.  (Well 
THAT’S  pretty  clear,  huh?  But  what  are 
we  missing  in  that  list?  Oh 
yeah. .  homosexuality) 

Amos  4:1-11:  Hear  this  word,  ye  kin  of 
Bashan,  that  are  in  the  mountain  of 
Samaria,  which  oppress  the  poor,  which 
crush  the  needy,  which  say  to  their  mas¬ 
ters,  Bring,  and  let  us  drink.  I  have  over 


thrown  some  of  you,  as  God 
overthrew  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  ye  were  as 
a  firebrand  plucked  out  of 
the  burning:  yet  have  ye  not 
returned  unto  me,  saith  the 
LORD,  (oppression,  mis¬ 
treating  the  needy... still  no 
homosexuality) 

ZLephaniah  2:8 1  have  heard 
the  reproach  of  Moab,  and 
the  reviling  of  the  children 
of  Ammon,  whereby  they 
have  reproached  my  people, 
and  magnified  themselves 
against  their  border.  There¬ 
fore  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  the  God  of  Israel, 
Surely  Moab  shall  be  as 
Sodom,  and  the  children  of 
Ammon  as 

Gomorrah... This  shall  they 
have  for  their  pride,  because 
they  have  reproached  and 
magnified  themselves 
against  the  people  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  (there’s  that 
pride  again,  and  the  intima¬ 
tion  of  inliospitality,  but  still 
no  homosexuality) 

Well,  so  much  for  the  Old 
Testament’s  linkage  of 
Sodom  with  homosexuality. 
Maybe  the  fundamentalists 
were  referring  to  something 
in  the  New  Testament?  Let’s 
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Matthew  20:11:  And  into 
whatsoever  city  or  town  ye 
shall  enter,  enquire  who  in 
it  is  worthy;  and  there  abide 
till  ye  go  thence.  And  when 
ye  come  into  an  house,  sa¬ 
lute  it..  . And  whosoever 
shall  not  receive  you,  nor 
hear  your  words,  when  ye 
depart  out  of  that  house  or 
city,  shake  off  the  dust  of 
your  feet. . . .  Verily  I  say  unto 
you.  It  shall  be  more  toler¬ 
able  for  the  land  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  in  the  day 
of  judgement,  than  for  that 
city.  (Jesus  said  these 
words;  they  draw  a  com¬ 
parison  to  inhospitality,  but 
there’s  still  no  homosexu¬ 
ality  there) 


unto  you.  That  it  shall  be  more  tolerable 
for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of  judge¬ 
ment,  than  for  thee.  (They  ridiculed  Jesus 
and  treated  him  with  utmost  inhospital¬ 
ity,  refusing  to  repent... but  still  no  men¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality) 


Mark  6:10-11.  And  he  said  unto  them. 
In  what  place  soever  ye  enter  into  an  house, 
there  abide  till  ye  depart  from  that  place. 
And  whosoever  shall  not  receive  you,  nor 
hear  you,  when  ye  depart  thence,  shake 
off  the  dust  under  your  feet  for  a  testimony 
against  them.  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  It  shall 
be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgement,  than 
for  that  city.  (Amother  repetition  of  the 
instruction  against  inhospitality,  but  still 
no  mention  of  homosexuality) 


Matthew  11:19-24:  The 
Son  of  man  came  eating 
and  drinking,  and  they  say. 
Behold  a  man  gluttonous, 
and  a  winebibber,  a  friend 
of  publicans  and 
sinners.... Then  began  Jesus 
to  upbraid  the  cities 
wherein  most  of  his  mighty 
works  were  done,  because 
they  repented  not.  Woe 
unto  thee,  Chorazin! ’woe 
unto  thee,  Bethsaida!  for  if 
the  mighty  works,  which 
were  done  in  you,  had  been 
done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
they  would  have  repented 
long  ago  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes....  And  thou, 
Capernaum,  which  art  ex¬ 
alted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be 
brought  down  to  hell:  for 
if  the  mighty  works,  which 
have  been  done  in  thee,  had 
been  done  in  Sodom,  it 
^  would  have  remained 
r  until  this  day.... But  I  say 


Luke  10:10-12:  But  into  whatsoever  city 
ye  enter,  and  they  receive  you  not,  go  your 
ways  out  into  the  streets  of  the  same,  and 
say.  Even  the  very  dust  of  your  city,  which 
cleaveth  on  us,  we  do  wipe  off  against  you: 
notwithstanding  be  ye  sure  of  this,  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you. 
But  I  say  unto  you,  that  it  shall  be  more 
tolerable  in  that  day  for  Sodom,  than  for 
that  city.  (There’s  that  inhospitality  refer¬ 
ence  again,  but  still  no  homosexuality 
mentioned) 


making  them  an  example  unto  those 
that  after  should  live  ungodly.  (Un¬ 
godly?  Is  that  idolatry  again?  It  sure 
isn’t  homosexuality) 


Jude  1:7-8:  Even  as  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  the  cities  about  them 
in  like  manner,  giving  themselves  over 
to  fornication,  and  going  after  strange 
flesh,  are  set  forth  for  an  example,  suf¬ 
fering  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 
Likewise  also  these  filthy  dreamers  de¬ 
file  the  flesh,  despise  dominion,  and 
speak  evil  of  dignities.  (Awww...this 
one  comes  SO  close,  but  no  cigar;  the 
Greek  word  translated  here  as  “forni¬ 
cation”  is  “porneia”  and  had  a  distinctly 
heterosexual  connotation;  and  the 
“strange  flesh”  was  a  reference  to  an¬ 
gels  or  “sons  of  God”  that  WOMEN  had 
sex  with  [see  Genesis  6:1-4]  according 
to  Jewish  tradition;  still  no  mention  of 
homosexuality) 


Luke  17:26-29:  And  as  it  was  in  the  days 
of  Noe,  so  shall  it  be  also  in  the  days  of 
the  Son  of  man.  They  did  eat,  they  drank, 
they  married  wives,  they  were  given  in 
marriage,  until  the  day  that  Noe  entered 
into  the  ark,  and  the  flood  came,  and  de¬ 
stroyed  them  all.  Likewise  also  as  it  was 
in  the  days  of  Lot;  they  did  eat,  they  drank, 
they  bought,  they  sold,  they  planted,  they 
builded;  But  the  same  day  that  Lot  went 
out  of  Sodom  it  rained  fire  and  brimstone 
from  heaven,  and  destroyed  them  all.  (still 
no  mention  of  homosexuality) 


Well,  except  for  a  brief  mention  of 
Sodom  in  Revelations  (where  there  is 
no  reference  to  the  city’s  supposed  sins). 
I’m  afraid  we’ve  covered  them  all.  Now 
it’s  up  to  the  fundamentalists.  Surely 
they  should  have  no  difficulty  pointing 
out  ALL  the  verses  in  the  Bible  that 
refer  to  the  sin  of  Sodom  being  that  of 
homosexuality. 


But  they’ll  have  to  make  them  up  first. 


But  we’re  not  done  yet.  The  traditional 
concept  of  the  sin  of  Sodom  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  Hebrew  word  here 
translated  as  “to  know”  (yadha)  is  used 
by  itself  in  ten  places  in  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  to  denote  heterosexual  inter¬ 
course.  In  five  additional  texts  it  is  used 
in  conjunction  with  mishkabh  (in  this 


2  Peter  2:6:  And  turning  the  cities  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  into  ashes  con¬ 
demned  them  with  an  overthrow, 


I 


context,  ‘Ho  lie”)  to  mean  the  same 
thing.  But  yadha  appears  by  itself  no 
less  than  943  times  in  a  non-sexual  con¬ 
notation,  to  simply  mean  “get  ac¬ 
quainted  with”  or  “learn  of” 

There  is  no  Old  Testament  text  in  which 
yadha  refers  to  homosexual  coitus,  with 
the  single  exception  of  this  disputed 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  story  in  Genesis. 
The  less  ambiguous  word  shakhabh, 
however,  is  used  for  homosexual,  het¬ 
erosexual,  and  bestial  intercourse. 
Shakhabh  spears  fifty  times  in  the  Old 
Testament;  if  it  had  been  used  instead 
of  yadha  in  the  Sodom  story,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  text  would  have  been  unmis¬ 
takable.  As  it  is,  we  have  no  grounds  to 
assume  that  the  men  of  Sodom  wanted 
to  rape  the  visitors. 

An  alternate  theory  has  been  developed 
by  some  biblical  scholars.  Since  yadha 
commonly  means  “to  get  acquainted 
with,”  the  demand  to  “know”  the  visi¬ 
tors  may  well  have  implied  some  seri¬ 
ous  breach  of  the  rules  of  hospitality. 
Several  considerations  provide  support 
for  this  view. 

In  the  first  place.  Lot  was  not  a  native 
of  Sodom,  but  had  the  status  of  resi¬ 
dent  alien,  or  “ger.”  As  such,  he  may 
not  have  had  the  riglit  to  admit  uniden¬ 
tified  foreigners  to  the  city.  City  gates 
were  closed  at  night  expressly  to  pre¬ 
vent  lawless  or  subversive  aliens  from 
entering  on  unknown  errands,  and  trav¬ 
ellers  carried  credentials  because  they 
miglit  at  any  time  be  asked  to  prove  that 
they  were  abroad  on  legitimate  busi¬ 
ness.  Thus  we  might  translate  “Bring 
them  out  to  us,  that  we  might  know 
them”  as  “We  wish  to  know  whom  you 
are  bringing  into  our  city”  or  (in  the 
vernacular  of  W.W.II  German 


movies)  “Ve  vant  to  see  your  papers!  ”  Lot’s 
refusal  to  turn  his  visitors  over  to  this 
horde  of  vigilantes  is  totally  in  keeping 
with  the  then  contemporary  laws  of  eti¬ 
quette,  because  in  those  days  no  civic  po¬ 
lice  force  protected  strangers  in  a  city.  Any 
kind  of  robbery  or  physical  abuse  could 
have  been  meted  out  to  the  two  angels  if 
he  had  agreed  to  surrender  them,  but  in 
his  home  they  were  safe.  He  was  obliged 
to  protect  them  as  honoured  guests.  It  is 
certain  that  the  Sodomites  were  demand¬ 
ing  he  violate  the  code  of  hospitality,  but 
not  AT  ALL  clear  from  the  text  that  they 
were  inclined  to  indulge  in  homosexual 
acts. 

Lastly,  even  if  the  fundamentalists  must 
insist  (evidence  to  the  contrary  notwith¬ 
standing)  that  the  men  of  Sodom  wanted 
to  have  sex  with  the  strangers,  that’s  a 
matter  of  rape,  not  homosexual  love.  I 
think  we  can  all  agree  that  rape  is  right 
up  there  on  the  list  of  big  sins,  and  further 
that  it  is  an  act  of  power,  control,  and  vio¬ 
lence,  not  of  love  between  consenting 
adults. 

There’s  another  Old  Testament  passage 
that  is  relevant.  The  story  is  found  in 
Judges  1 9: 1 4-28.  It  bears  a  striking  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  Sodom  story  —  a  traveller 
arrives  at  the  city  (in  this  case,  Gilbeah). 
There  he  meets  an  old  man  who  is,  like 
Lot,  a  resident  alien.  The  old  man  warns 
the  traveller  that  he  should  not  stay  in  the 
town  square,  and  he  extends  the  hand  of 
hospitality  in  accordance  with  Holy  law, 
inviting  the  traveller  to  share  his  abode 
for  the  night.  But  the  men  of  the  city  sur¬ 
round  the  old  man’s  house  and  demand 
that  the  traveller  be  sent  out  so  “that  we 
may  know  him”  (there’s  that  “yadha” 
again).  The  old  man  refuses,  but  offers  his 
virgin  daughter  and  his  concubine  to  the 
mob  instead.  When  the  crowd  refuses 
theoffer,  the  old  man  throws  his  concu¬ 
bine  outside  as  a  diversion,  whereupon  the 
“base  fellows” 


in  the  mob  rape  and  abuse 
her  all  night,  leaving  her 
dying  at  the  threshold. 
When  the  Israelites  learn  of  I 
the  abuse  of  the  concubine, 
they  rise  up  against  Gilbeah 
and,  with  God’s  help,  de¬ 
stroy  the  city. 

Here  we  have  an  instance 
almost  identical  to  Sodom, 
in  which  a  city  is  destroyed 
following  inhospitality  to 
strangers,  and  a  clear  case 
of  rape.  Except  this  time  it 
was  a  heterosexual  rape.  Yet 
no  one  uses  this  story  to 
imply  God’s  condemnation 
of  heterosexuality  in  gen¬ 
eral.  It  is  specious,  then,  to 
suggest  that  the  story  of 
Sodom  is  instructional  with 
regard  to  homosexuality  in 
general. 

Those  who  insist  that 
Sodom  was  destroyed  for 
homosexuality  are  denying 
the  very  Bible  they  claim  to 
revere,  and  attempting  to 
push  a  laden  camel  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle.  They  are 
required  to  make  five  out¬ 
rageous  leaps  of  faith: 

(1)  homosexual  love  is 
equal  to  rape; 

(2)  “yadha”  meant  homo¬ 
sexual  acts  only  once  or 
twice  and  something  else 
953  times; 

(3)  all  of  the  other  refer¬ 
ences  to  Sodom’s  sins  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Bible  are  in 
error,  incomplete,  or  obfiis- 
catoiy; 

(4)  the  strict  codes  regard¬ 
ing  hospitality  and  the 
safety  of  travellers  were  im¬ 
material;  and 

(5)  the  concubine  of 

the  man  of  Gilbeah 
was  a  male.  h 
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Labels 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  a  lot  of  a^-guments  going  on  to  what  one  should  label  oneself 
(gay  or  queer)  and  what  those  labels  mean. 

Frankly,  I  don’t  understand  what  the  big  problem  is.  I  identify  as  both  gay  and  queer.  When 
1  identify  as  queer,  I  don’t,  as  others  put  it,  '‘lean  heavily  to  the  left  on  many  issues.  ’ 

I  identify  as  queer  because  sometimes  it  gets  tiring  saying  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual, 
transgendered.”  Queer  just  seems  more  all  encompassing  to  me.  As  for  the  argument  that 
queer  indicates  that  we  are  not  normal,  I  have  to  ask  what  is  normal? 

Everyone  has  their  own  opinion  as  to  what  is  normal  and  so,  in  somebody  s  eyes,  I  am  not 
normal  and  therefore  queer.  And  that’s  okay,  because  normal  seems  really  boring  anyway. 
When  I  don’t  identify  as  queer,  I  identify  as  gay... though  sometimes,  I  like  to  say  that  I’m 
a  male  lesbian. 

We  really  shouldn’t  get  so  hung  up  on  labels  that  really  don’t  mean  anything.  I  identify  as 
something  only  because  that  is  the  way  society  works,  otherwise,  they  are  just  words  to  me.  _ 


Loren,  Lamma  Island 


The  Quilt 


For  I  Viewing  the  Quilt  last  December  in  Hong  Kong  was 
very  important  for  me.  The  reality  of  so  many  people  (not  just 
numbers  or  statistics)  that  the  Quilt  brought  to  my  attention  was 
damn  important,  and  that  reality  does  need  to  be  brought  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  not  experienced  it.  ■ 

When  1  talk  about  the  Quilt  to  my  class  and  show  a  clip  from 
Common  Threads,  many  tell  me  later  that  it  is  the  first  time  they 
really  started  to  think  about  the  way  this  disease  affects  people. 
If  I  can  use  this  example  to  make  someone  who  has  not  thought 
about  this  disease  actually  think  about  it.  I’m  happy. 

The  Quilt  exists  for  the  same  reasons  that  books  and  anthologies 
and  so  much  art  does.  We  make  whatever  it  is  we  want  to  make 
because  that  person  we  loved  is  gone  and  we  want  to  do  some¬ 
thing  and  this  feels  right. 

Brian  Tso  (Friend  of  The  Quilt),  Happy  Valley 


. And  against:  Isn’t  it  about  time  we  stop  celebrat¬ 
ing  death?  The  Quilt  has  gone  on  for  10  years  and  it  just  gets 
larger  and  larger.  In  America  they  use  a  computer  now  to  track 
the  panels  so  that  local  ones  can  be  displayed  in  various  cities. 

But  this  Quilt  thing  isn’t  going  to  end  for  a  long  time,  and  mean¬ 
while  instead  of  any  kind  of  healing  process,  this  Quilt  makes 
people  sad,  depressed,  and  causes  them  to  cry.  Enough  is  enough. 
Maybe  it’s  time  to  burn  the  AIDS  Quilt  and  give  it  a  proper  ^ 
burial,  and  get  on  with  our  lives. 

How  is  viewing  of  a  Quilt  which  upsets  people  and  makes  them 
cry  going  to  do  anything  to  focus  attention  on  the  AIDS  prob¬ 
lem?  This  is  1995,  not  1985.  When  I  think  of  the  US  $1  million 
or  so  it  takes  to  run  the  Quilt  organisation  and  think  of  how 
many  other  ways  that  money  could  be  spent,  it  makes  wonder  ^ 
why  people  continue  to  spend  money  to  perpetuate  bureaucra¬ 
cies.  Cleve  Jones,  the  founder  of  the  Quilt  project  in  America 
saw  that  the  AIDS  Quilt  was  a  gesture  that  would  never  end  and 
bowed  out  of  it  long  ago. 

Steve  Brown,  Aberdeen 
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We  Love  getting  your  letters  and  cards.  But  we  will  only  print  them 
when  they  have  your  name,  address  &  phone  number.  Anonymity 
can  be  requested.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  all  leters. 
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A  ET  H  U  E 


A  Short  Story 


by  Mark  Preston 


Of  course,  hardness  can  go  a  long  way 
toward  making  up  for  sheer  size.  I  like  men 
big,  but  I  like  men  lean,  too.  Both  at  the 
same  time  is  extra  nice. 

As  for  myself.  I’ve  never  been  anything 
other  than  moderately  firm.  It  is  not  in  my 
destiny,  I  don’t  think,  to  be  really  lean. 
W-i'd-e,  yes.  T-h-i-c-k,  yes.  L-e-a-n,  no. 
Fortunately,  thougli,  even  when  I’m  just 
putting  on  adipose  it’s  always  been  fairly 
well  “distributed. 

Arthur,  on  the  other  hand,  was  solid  mus¬ 
cle.  Also,  hairless  as  a  Chihuahua,  not  that 
I  cared  a  whole  lot.  He  was  a  custodian 
working  in  the  gym  at  the  university  in 
my  hometown.  I  don’t  suppose  he  had 
much  more  than  a  10th  grade  education 
and  I’m  not  sure  to  what  extent  he  was 
really  literate.  But  he  had  a  body  that 
wouldn’t  quit. 

Arthur  was  about  an  inch  taller  than  I, 
which  made  him  just  a  shade  under  6  ft, 
and  about  190  lb.,  but  he  didn’t  carry  and 
ounce  of  fat.  Not  only  did  he  have  out¬ 
standing  traps  and  a  neck  like  a  bull,  he* 
had  the  most  perfect  48  inch  chest  I’ve 
ever  seen,  before  or  after.  The  pecs  were 
big  and  full  and  round. 


and  there  was  a  cleft  as  big  as  the  Marianas 
trench  that  ran  from  the  base  of  his  neck 
all  the  way  to  his  navel.  Each  one  of  his 
abdominal  muscles  was  perfectly  distinct 
from  the  other,  his  lats  formed  the  classic 
V- shape  and  liis  serratus  were  finely  honed. 
As  for  his  arms,  well... 

SIGH! 

I  would  always  go  early  in  the  morning 
and  in  those  days  no  one  else  would  be  in 
the  gym.  Arthur  would  unlock  the  weight 
room  for  me,  then  come  along  afterwards 
to  sneak  in  a  work  out.  Generally  he  would 
have  on  a  white  crew 
neck  T-shirt,  the  fab¬ 
ric  straining  across 
the  shoulders  and 
standing  out  from 
his  pecs. 


He  did  and  I  didn’t  soon  enough,  althougli 
12  years  later  I  still  don’t  quite  know  how 
I  avoided  it.  A  year  later,  when  I  had  put 
on  1 5  lbs.  and  was  beginning  to  feel  like  I 
was  finally  getting  there  he  gave  me  a  ben¬ 
ediction  I’ll  never  forget;  'TDamn,  boy,  you 
getting  big.  You’ll  have  to  go  the  Olym¬ 
pic  gym  one  of  these  days.  ‘Course  them 
boys  make  you  and  me  look  like  a  piece  of 
spaghetti...” 

“You  and  me?!’ 
me?!” 
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Hi 


I  thought.  “You  and 


Arthur  putting  me  in  his  class,  even  for 
the  sake  of  comparison  with  something  I 
rather  suspected  was  completely  unattain¬ 
able,  caused  me  to  float  for  days. 

Far  as  I  know,  he  still  works 
there.  By  this  point  he’s  at 
least  40  and  he  had  a  gang 
of  kids  even  then.  I’ve 
always  wanted  to  go 
back  and  check  him  out, 
but  I’ve  never  done  it. 

Too  afraid  he  would 
have  gone  to  fat,  more 
afraid  that  he  would 
be  even  better  than  I 
remembered —  he 
could  have  stopped 
shaving  and 
grown  kinky  Af¬ 
rican  hair  on  his 
chest  and  face, 
sorta  like  LeVar 
Burton  with 
muscles. 

Mostly  afraid 
(certain)  that  he 
would  have  com¬ 
pletely  forgotten 
me. 
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Do  you  have  the  balls? 


A  home  fertility  test  for  men  might  seem  as  use¬ 
ful  as  a  fan  -  heater  in  the  Sahara  to  the  average 
gay  man,  to  whom  sex  is  usually  for  recreation 
rather  than  procreation. 

But  such  a  testing  kit  will  be  available  in  the  Neth¬ 
erlands  later  in  the  year. 

Adapted  from  a  test  to  check  the  fertility  of  bulls, 
it  is  based  on  a  dye  which  changes  from  deep  pur¬ 
ple  to  pink  in  the  presence  of  oxygen.  Vigorous 
sperm  guzzle  up  oxygen  as  they  swim,  so  Grade  A 
speim  will  activate  the  dye  in  a  short  time. 

The  test  was  developed  by  Frank  Comhau'e,  at 
the  Academic  Hospital  in  Ghent,  Belgium,  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  Robert  Ericsson,  an  independent 
biologist  based  in  Florida,  reports  New  Scientist. 

A  pack  of  two  tests  will  cost  about  $250. 
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Don’t  hurt  yourself  in  the  morning! 


C7) 


As  of  anybody  ever  needed  an  excuse:  Sex  is  safer 
than  getting  out  of  bed,  reports  New  Scientist. 

According  to  research  by  James  Muller  of  the  New 
England  Deaconess  Hospital  in  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  interviewed  1663  people  recovering  from 
heart  attacks,  sexual  activity  made  a  person  2. 1  times 
as  likely  to  have  a  heart  attack  as  nonnal. 

However,  the  risk  of  suffering  a  heart  attack  in  the 
first  two  hours  after  getting  up  in  the  morning  is  esti¬ 
mated  to  be  2.3  times  as  great  as  nonnal. 

Forget  back  to  basics  and  get  back  to  bed  and  follow 
your  heart’s  desires. 
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The  author  Gerald  Lib onati 


Gerald  Libonati  is  a 
writer  who  lives  in  Mi¬ 
ami,  Florida.  He  has  just 
released  his  second  novel, 

The  Adjuster^  a  fantasy 
adventure  about  a  mod¬ 
ern,  confident  gay  artist 
who  travels  back  in  time 
to  1928,  The  Jazz  Age, 
where  gay  pride  didn’t 
exist. 

Danny  Wong:  Was  the  novel 
autobiographical? 

GL:  Tropic  Lights,  my  first 
novel,  was  about  real  people  but 
The  Adjuster  is  purely  fictional. 

These  are  characters  without 
body  fat  that  you’re  more  likely 
to  see  in  your  fantasies  than  in 
your  bedroom.  And  I  can  hon¬ 
estly  say  Tve  never  travelled 
backward  in  time.  I  have,  how¬ 
ever,  travelled  forward,  but 
then,  who  hasn’t? 

DW  Why  did  you  write  about  time 
travel? 

GL:  Well,  as  a  group  of  people,  we’ve 
come  a  long,  long  way.  We’re  not  the  same 
now  as  we  were  20  years  ago.  Amd  cer¬ 
tainly  not  the  same  as  we  were  60  years 
ago.  We  have  our  own  newspapers  like  tliis 
one,  we  have  our  own  businesses,  bars, 
support  groups,  things  that  someone  from 
the  20’s  couldn’t  even  imagine.  And  I 
wondered  what  it  would  be  like  for  some¬ 
one  from  our  time  to  meet  someone  from 
that  time.  I  think  it  would  be  interesting 
to  see  if  he  or  she  would  even  believe  what 
we  told  them.  That  might  be  equally  true 
of  the  women’s  movement,  the  civil  rights 
movement,  all  of  it. 

DW:  Why  did  you  choose  to  be  a  writer? 

GL:  It’s  not  something  I  do  to  pay  the  rent. 
I’ll  tell  you  that,  but  it  is  something  I  love. 
I  used  to  write  stories  in  elementary  school 
and  bug  the  teacher  to  let  me  read  them  to 
the  class.  I  was  quite  the  little  ham  back 
then.  Not  so  much  any  more.  Then  I  started 


working  for  the  Miami  Herald,  not  as  a 
writer,  but  I  was  able  to  do  some  writing 
for  them.  And  then  I  did  a  regular  column 
for  the  University  of  Miami  Hurricane.  But 
1  didn’t  feel  I  could  write  about  gay  issues 
then,  and  I  wanted  to  do  that. 

DW:  Why  did  you  want  to  write  about 
gay  issues? 

GL:  Because,  that’s  my  experience.  Amd 
when  I  grew  up  in  the  60’s,  information 
wasn’t  available  the  way  it  is  today  on  gay 
issues.  I  mean,  I  grew  up  like  so  many 
other  gay  kids  believing  I  was  the  only  one 
around.  Of  course  that  still  may  be  true  in 
small  towns  but  not  in  the  cities.  Now  we 
have  gay  youth  groups  and  gay  clubs  on 
college  campuses.  I  just  wanted  to  be  sure 
that  other  gay  people  didn’t  have  to  strug¬ 
gle  and  hunt  secretly  for  information  that 
told  them  it  was  okay  to  be  gay.  The  Ad¬ 
juster  is  definitely  gay  positive  and  that’s 
the  kind  of  input  we  need  to  counter  all  of 
the  negative  bias  we  feed  on  throughout 
our  lives. 

DW  You  published  Tropic  Lights  in 
1985? 


Interview 
by  Danny  Wong 

GL:  Yes,  I  was  very  fortunate. 
That  novel  is  out  of  print  now. 

I’d  met  Peter  Meyer  by  then,  he 
was  my  partner.  He  died  in  '92 
but  we  both  had  this  interest,  not 
only  in  gay  rights,  but  improv¬ 
ing  the  self-image  of  gay  people. 

I  suppose  that  had  a  lot  to  do  with 
wanting  to  improve  our  own  self- 
image.  I  had  written  an  article  for 
{he  Advocate  on  the  language  we 
use  to  describe  ourselves  which  I 
thought  was  limiting.  Like  when 
we  talk  about  a  trick  instead  of  a 
date  or  having  a  lover  instead  of 
a  spouse  or  calling  heterosexuals  lyg 
'‘straiglit”  as  if  to  say  that  we  see 
ourselves  as  something  warped  or 
whatever  ‘"not  straighf  ’  means  - 
and  usually  it  means  something 
not  good. 

I 

In  Tropic  Lights  I  was  trying  to 
say  that  being  gay  was  Just  fine 

- - and  that  we  are  a  terrific  group 

of  people.  Movies  and  the  media 

were  still  stuck  on  portraying  gay  men  and 
lesbian  women  as  miserable  or  as  victims, 
They  miglit  be  terribly  daring  and  stick  in 
a  gay  character  but  he  had  to  be  unhappy 
or  it  wouldn’t  sell.  I  wanted  to  see  more 
positive  images  so  I  wrote  the  novel.  Self  ^ 
image  is  always  a  dominant  theme  in  my 
work.  Through  Peter,  I  got  involved  in 
producing  the  Gay/Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Identity  Conferences  at  Miami-Dade  Com¬ 
munity  College  which  attracted  speakers 
from  all  over  the  countiy,  1  met  some  won-  ^ 
derfiil  people  in  the  gay  political  and  lit¬ 
erary  arena  who  had  some  interesting 
things  to  say  and  helped  shape  my  own 
attitudes. 

DW:  Like  who? 

GL:  Well,  like  Barbara  Grier,  Publisher 
of  Naiad  Press,  the  oldest  and  largest  les¬ 
bian  publishing  house  in  the  world,  who 
always  used  inclusive  language  when  she 
spoke  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 

She  talked  about  our  men  and  our  women. 

And  Dennis  Altman,  author  of  The  F 
Homosexualisation  of  America  who 
thought  we  overused  the  word  community 


“Everything  is  a  community,”  he  said  as 
v/e  sat  in  a  dark  bar  one  night.  And 
Quentin  Crisp,  a  very  sweet  man,  he  told 
me  that  the  most  painful  thing  for  a  writer 
was  to  reread  his  own  words  and  that  the 
best  thing  about  writing  was  the  promo¬ 
tion  afterward  when  the  whole  thing  was 
finished.  I  don’t  know  if  I  agree  with  that, 
though. 

DW:  Is  that  how  you  published  your  sec¬ 
ond  novel? 

GL:  You  mean  by  networking  with  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  ah... community?  No.  Actually 
the  second  novel  came  much  later  -  ten 
years  later.  I  thouglit,  once  you  had  your 
first  novel  published  then  the  second 
would  be  a  snap  but  that’s  not  the  way  it 
works.  As  any  writer  will  tell  you,  pub¬ 
lishing  is  a  highly  competitive  field  and 
getting  a  novel  in  print’s  no  guarantee 
you’ll  have  another  one  published.  After 
Tropic  Lights  1  started  writing  for  the  gay 
press.  I  did  a  psycho/social  column  called 
Metropolis  which  ran  in  Dav/f/ Magazine, 
a  weekly  publication  for  the  state  of 
Florida.  Did  you  know  that  most  transves¬ 
tites  are  heterosexual?  I  didn’t.  That’s  the 
kind  of  psycho-babble  I  wrote  about  and 
let  me  say  T  learned  a  hell  of  a  lot  from 
those  interviews.  You  see,  a  lot  of  us  still 
believe  the  homophobic  shit  we  grew  up 
with  because  no  one  told  us  it  wasn’t  true. 
Researchers  used  to  get  data  on  homo¬ 
sexuals  by  interviewing  prisoners  and  peo¬ 
ple  in  mental  institutions. 

If  you  interviewed  heterosexuals  in  pris¬ 
ons  and  institutions  you’d  probably  come 
up  with  an  equally  warped  image  of  them, 
as  well.  Then  1  had  a  short  story  published 
in  Michael  Nava’s  gay  mystery  anthology 
Finale. story  was  about  reincarna¬ 
tion. 

DW:  Do  you  believe  in  that? 

GL;  Probably,  althougli  my  spiritual  val¬ 
ues  are  changing  right  now. 

DW;  Does  that  mean  you’re  going  back 
to  Catholicism? 

GL;  Em  not  going  back  to  Catholicism, 
no.  I’m  thinking  that  reality  is  far  more 
bizarre  than  we  suspect. 

DW;  So  tell  me  about  the  new  book 

GL;  Aaah,  my  favourite  subject.  I  wrote 
The  Adjuster  originally  for  Knights  Press. 
They  published  my  first  novel  but  then  they 
went  out  of  business.  So  then  it  was  picked 
np  by  Los  Hombres  in  San  Diego.  Unfor- 
t  tunately,  they,  too,  went  out  of  business 
and  no,  I  don’t  think  I  had  anything  to  do 
With  that  strange  coincidence.  Avant 


Garde  is  publishing  it  now.  The  manu¬ 
script  made  the  rounds  as  manuscripts  do. 
One  publisher  rejected  it  saying  that  gay 
people  don’t  buy  fantasies  which  I  thought 
was  odd  since  I’m  gay  and  I  love  fantasy 
movies  likes  "StarGate"  and  "Somewhere 
In  Time"  and  "Interview  With  The  Vam¬ 
pire."  They’re  great  and  I’d  love  to  see 
them  done  for  a  gay  audience.  That  was 
my  objective  with  this  book.  I  just  hope 
that  guy  was  wrong  about  what  gay  peo¬ 
ple  buy.  ' 

DW:  And  what  is  it  about? 

GL:  It’s  about  this  real  cocky,  self-assured, 
post- stonewall  artist  who  goes  back  in  time 
to  the  20’s  where  he  meets  a  young  man 
who  is  very  closeted  and  doesn’t  know  the 
first  thing  about  gay  consciousness  because 
it  didn’t  exist.  Obviously,  his  presence  has 
a  profound  effect  on  the  people  of  that  time. 
He  also  meets  up  with  a  sympathetic  ad¬ 
vocate  for  women’s  rights  which  was  just 
getting  started  around  them.  And  he  has 
to  confront  the  priests  of  a  Tibetan  mon¬ 
astery  from  which  the  time-travel  piece 
was  stolen. 

The  Adjuster  is  available  by  direct  mail  from  the 
publisher  by  sending  US  $13.50,  which  indudes  tax, 
shipping  and  handling,  to  Avant  Garde  Books  7545 
Kscayne  Blvd.  Miami,  FL  USA  33138.  ||||l 
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Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.,  G.P.O.Box  13427  Hong  Kong 


Contacts  Magazine 

needs  articles,  stoiles  &  drawings 


Drawings 


Articles 


C-O 


GPO  Box  13427  Hong  Kong. 
Tel :  2817-9447  Fax:  2817-9120 


[P  e  r  s  0  n  a  I  s 


How  To  Reply 


$1  stamps 

*Place  2  X  $1  stamps  per  reply 
*(Freeto  overseas  subscribers) 


Contacts  Magazine  will  open  the 
outer  envelope,  collect  the  2  x  $1 
stamps  per  reply,  and  forward  the 
sealed  replies  to  the  advertiser. 


,aTij 

fs  . 

iaii  ±  ,  K  S  Jl§  12  fik  A  W  Contacts 
Magazine  6^  if  {I  dJ  ,  ^  ft  ft 

^Contacts  Magazine  G.P.O,  Box  13427 
Hong  Kong. 


Adverts  for  inclusion  in  the  next 
issue  should  reach  us  by  3rd 
June.  Fill  in  the  form  on  the  page 
or  fax  us  on  (852)2817-9120. 
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Personals  #69 


+  sealed  reply 


Contacts  Magazine  □I 
Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd., 
GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong. 

in  outer  envelope 


Advertisers  are  requested  to  reply  to 
all  letters  received  and  to  return' pho¬ 
tos  when  asked.  ALA  means  All  Let¬ 
ters  Answered.  Advertisers  are  asked 
not  to  state  this  unless  they  mean  it. 


Men 


If  you  don't  mind  sharing  your  thoughts  with  a  tall, 
slim,  inexperienced,  25-aged,  Chinese  guy.  Please 
write  to  me.  Box  178 

Chinese,  23,  dislike  nightlife,  into  outdoor  activi¬ 
ties.  Seek  mature  family  man,  35-50,  170-1 75cm  for 
relationship.  Box  177 

Chinese,  36,  slim,  non-smoker,  likes  squash,  jog¬ 
ging,  tennis,  travelling,  swimming.  Needs  over  37 
non-smoker  for  relationship.  Please  write  with  photo 
to  PO  Box  25831,  Harbour  Bldg.,  Post  Office,  Hong 
Kong 

Jason  19,  likes  reading,  playing  volleyball  and 
badminton.  Seek  strong,  over  21  to  30.  Please  call 
24668146  after  8pm  every  day. 


Athletic,  GWM  (30’s)  wanted.  Me: 
Chinese,  mid-20’s  passionate,  sen¬ 
sual,  with  a  quiet  exterior  and  great 
smile.  Like  masculine  men  with  smell 
of  Fahrenheit  who  also  cherish  a  mo¬ 
nogamous  and  lifetime  relationship. 
Box  166 


Chinese,  23,  5'6".  Seek  westerner  30-40,  fatherly! 
Considerate,  little  fat.  Please  write  with  photo.  Box 
170 

I  am  lookingforateddy  bear  who  is:  non-smoker, 
handsome,  over  30,  clean-shaven.  Me?  You  guess! 
Photo  appreciated.  Box  171 

Handsome,  stunning,  28  yrs,  swimmers  body. 
Seeks  guys  up  to  30.  any  naticaiality.  Photo  ensures 
reply.  Box  163 

22,  inexperienced,  considerate,  hopesfor  lc8ig- 
term,  permanent  and  mature  love.  Box  173 

Sporty  Chinese,  27.  Seeks  masailine  Western 
guy,  non-smoker  for  relationship.  Box  174 


Chinese  Executive,  31,  physically  fit, 
straight  acting.  Into  reading,  music, 
gym,  films.  Seeks  similiar  Chinese/ 
Asian.  Box  172 


Chinese  25,  slim.  Likes  swimming 
and  badminton.  Seeks  Chinese 
gentlemen  below  30  for  friendship 
and  relationship.  Box  165 


Chinese,  23,  good  looking  and  strong.  Seeks  mus¬ 
cular  young  guys  for  friendship.  Photo  confirms  reply. 
Box  158 


Chinese,  below  25.  Seek  muscular 
young  guys  for  friendship,  photo  ap¬ 
preciated.  Address:  P.O.Box  547, 
Tsuen  Wan  Post  Office,  N.T. 


Women 


Chinese,  22,  Lesbian,  sensitive.  Seeks  penffi ends/ 
friendship.  Write  to  me  with  photo,  please.  Box  179 


Pen  Pals 


Chinese,  30,  Singaporean,  muscular  man,  L80m 
(tall)  &  79kg  (wei^t).  Hobbies;  travel,  body  build¬ 
ing,  singing.  Seeks  Asian  men  Ifom  24 to  36  years  old 
for  friendship  and  relationship.  ALA.  Please  write 
with  photo  to  Box  1 80 

Two  Polish  Gay  Guys(l)22yr.  185  lb.  (2)  38 
yr.  170  lb.  Black  hair  and  moustache.  Attractive 
bodies,  both  single.  Hobbies  travel,  music,  cooking 
love  of  good  looking  men.  Want  to  correspond  with 
Hong  Kong  guys.  Come  and  visit  beautiful  Poland! 
ALA  with  Photos.  CzeslawToczek,POBox  258,35- 
959  Rzeszow  2,  Poland. 

Chinese,  31,  singaporean.  Hobbies;  Weight-traia- 
ing.  Art,  musci  and  travelling.  Seeks  Asian  mai  30  to 
40  years  old  for  fnendship  and  pen-pan.  Please  write 
with  photo  to;  Lum,  Toa  Paydi  North  P.O.Box  0796, 
Singapore  9131. 


Subscribe 


to 


Contacts  Magazine 


the  best  way  to  make  sure  of 
your  copy! 

Save 

up  to  20%  a  year  and  get  a  free 
personal  advert. 


Contacts  Magazine  05-95 


Contacts  Magazine  05-95 


Contacts  Magazine 
sold  here. 


BARS  &  DISCOS 

•  CETOP 

9/F  37-43  Codirane  Street, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel :  2544-3581 
5:  00pm-  3:00  am 

CLUB  ’97 

9  1^  Kwai  Fong, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel;2810-9333, Friday  6-9:00 pm 


Gay  Guide 


SAUNAS  & 

FITNESS  CENTRES 

AE 

1/F  Kwong  Ah  Bldg., 

114  Thomson  Road. 

Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2591-0500.  2:00pm-  1:00  am 

BA 

l/F  Flat  D,  Cheung  Hong  Mansion, 

25-33  Johnston  Road,  Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 


COUNSELLING 


PEER  COUNSELLING 

By  appointment  only.The  only  professional  counsel¬ 
ling  service  for  gay  men  in  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2817-7129 

THE  SAMARITANS 

Tel:  2896-0000 

HKU  PERSONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
COUNSELLING  CENTRE 


DATE  LINE  CAFE 

3/F.,  Chatham  Centre,  11-15  Chatham  Road  South, 
Tsim  Sha  Tsui,Kowloon. 

Tel:  2316-2962 

Every  Day:  5:30  pm- 2:00  am 


Tel:  2527-7073.  2:00  pm- 2:00  am 

•  BOBSON  FITNESS  CLUB 

35-37  Hankow  Rd,  3/F  Flat  D, 

Mag  Building,  Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 
Tel:  2376-2208.  3:30  pm-  1:00  am 


HKU,  Bonham  Road, 

Western  District,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2859-2308 

ST.  JOHNS  COUNSELLING  SERV¬ 
ICE 


•  PETTICOAT  LANE 

2,  Tun  Wo  Lane, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2973-0642 

Mon.-Sat.:  12:00pm- 2:30  am 

•  PROPAGANDA 

l/F,  30-32  Wyndham  St,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel:  2868-1316. 

Mon.-Sat:  9:00  pm  -  3:30  am 
Happy  Hours  9:00  pm-  10:30  pm 

WALLY  MATT  LOUNGE 

9  Cornwall  Avenue, 

Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon 
Tel:  2367-  6874 

YY  (YIN-YANG) 

30  Ice  House  St,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2868-4066. 

Everyday:  9:30  pm- 4:00  am 

GUEST  HOUSE 

BABYLON  VILLA 

29,  Lower  Cheung  Sha, 

Lantau  Island,  Hcng  Kaig. 

Tel :  2980-2872 

KARAOKE 

BABYLON 

5/F,  Kingpower  Commercial  Bldg., 

409-413  Jaffe  Road,  Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel:  2573-3978.  8:00pm- 2:00  am 

WHY  NOT 

12/F.,  Kyoto  Plaza,  491-499  Lochart  Road., 
Causewayy  Bay,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2572-7808.  8:00pm- 2:00  am 

H20 

2/F,  Hop  Yee  Bldg.,  474-476  Lockhard Rd, 
Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2834-6451,  5:00  pm  -  3:00  am 

I  MEMBERS  CONNECTION 

3/F,  5  Lan  Fong  Road, 

W  Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 

I  Tel:  2890-7731.  8:00pm- 3:00  am 


CENTRAL  ESCALATOR 

2/Fl.,  Cheung Hing  Comm.  Bldg, 

No.  37-43  Cochrane  Street, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2581-9951.  1:00  pm-  1:00  pm 

GAME  BOY’S 

2/F,  324  Lockhart  Road, 

Wanchai,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2574-3215.  12:00  am- 2:00  am 

JJPARK 

3/F,  Flat  A,  Fairview  Mansion  , 

51  Paterson  Street., 

Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2882-2399.  3:00 pm-  12:00pm 

KK 

16/F,BlockA, 

FukLokBldg, 

19-21  Jordan  Road,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2388-6138.  2:00 pm- 2:00  am 

ROME  CLUB 

2/F  Chi^  Lee  Bldg, 

27  Ashley  Road, 

Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2376-0602.  3:00pm-  12:00  am 

YUK  TAK  CHEE 

G/F  123  Prince  Edward  Road., 


St.  Johns  Cathedral,  Garden  Road, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2525-7207;  2525-7208 

24  HOUR  HOTLINE 

English  173-969611 
Chinese  173-969612 
(calls  charged  at  $1  for  6  seconds) 

AIDS  INFORMATION 
A  HELPLINES 

AIDS  CONCERN 

Helpline :  2898-4422. 

Gsaeral  Enquiries:  2898-441 1 

AIDS  HOTLINE  (DEPARTMENT  OF 
HEALTH) 

Tel:  2780-2211 

AIDS  FOUNDATION 

General  Enquires  Tel:  560-8528 
Helpline:  2513-0513 
Moline:  170  222  170 

SOCIAL  GROUPS 

THE  10%  CLUB 

P.O.Box  72207  Central  Post  Office  Kowlom. 

Tel:  2314-8726 


Kowloon. 

Tel:  2393-9505  12:00pm-  12:00  am 


SHOPPING 


GEAR 

Ground  Fl(x>r,  “ 

4  Anton  Street, 
Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel:  2527-1557 


HORIZONS 

G.P.O.Box  6837  Hong  Kcxig. 
Tel:  2359-3195 

BEACHES 


MIDDLE  BAY  BEACH 

South  Bay  Road,  Hcng  Kong 

SOUTH  BAY  BEACH 

South  Bay  Road,  Hong  Kong. 


SPLASH  MENS  CONNECTION 

l/F.,  Wah  Fung  Bldg, 

245-251 ,  Lockhard  Road, 

WanChai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2588-1296 


Hong  Kong's  only  Lesbian  and  Gay  magazine. 
Produced  by 

Island  Publishing  Company  Limited. 
GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong 


Fax:  (852)-2817-9120 


iTel:  (852)-2817-9447 


Indulge  your  fantasies. 
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Asian  and  Latin  Erotica 


4  L-inon  ^hly  m.a,ga,zin.e  impor^efi  from, 


Please  send  crossed  cheque  to 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 

GPO  Box  13427 
Hong  Kong 
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